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informed them that he saw no hope for a decision and that he
was about to advise the King to dissolve the Majlis if it had not
reached a decision by midnight. The visitors put forward another
form of resolution which neither accepted nor rejected the
Treaty. The High Commissioner abruptly refused the proposal.
At the Palace, the High Commissioner delivered to King
Faisal in the presence of his Personal Adviser an unsigned
memorandum. The memorandum reviewed the decision of
the British Government to limit the period of discussion of the
Treaty and Agreements. After summarizing the events leading
up to the existing situation which was described as dangerous,
it continued as follows:
In these circumstances, H.B.M. Government cannot allow
the present situation, so dangerous both to the internal and
the external security of clraq to continue. To-day's last
proceedings of the Assembly have shown no approach to an
agreement and no prospect of a clear and early decision.
I have, therefore, been empowered to call upon Your
Majesty3 as a condition of further support by H.B.M.
Government, to promulgate immediately, by and with the
advice of Your Council of Ministers, an amendment to the
law of the Constituent Assembly by which Your Majesty will
take power to dissolve the Assembly at any time within four
months of the commencement of its sessions and also an order
under the said amendment, dissolving the Assembly with
effect from 12 o'clock on the night between loth and nth
June. This order I must ask Your Majesty to communicate
officially through the Prime Minister to the President of the
Constituent Assembly before seven o'clock on the morning of
nth June, and I must ask Your Majesty to give instructions
through the Minister of Interior for the immediate closing
of the Assembly building and for the occupation of its
approaches by a number of police sufficient to enforce order
for its closing.
King Faisal had no choice but to accede to the High Com-
missioner's wishes. Arrangements were made for the Judicial
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